4	THE   WORLD   OF   HESIOD
the service of this farming, they had a useful knowledge of
astronomy. It was probably the chief service to his fellows
performed immediately by Hesiod's Works and Days, to
spread abroad this star-lore, making sure that the careful
farmer could always, as he is never tired of telling us, get
his tasks begun in good time and in due season.
The legacy of the earlier age to Hellenism included also
a spiritual element, embodied in the splendid poetry of
Homer; and here we pass from normal economic develop-
ment to the more elusive and unpredictable element in history.
The influence of Homer upon the whole course of later
Hellenism is a deeply interesting example of the " adventures
of ideas ", in Whitehead's phrase : of the way in which ideas
born of man's brain in particular circumstances may survive
in a work of literature to act as a solvent and a stimulus
under entirely different social conditions. So, some parts
of the pagan classical literature were preserved by medieval
Christendom, Western and Byzantine. There were things
in it of which official Christendom could scarcely approve
but, for the sake of what was deemed valuable, the churchmen
tolerated and even encouraged its preservation; and so,
through Plato and Aristotle, through Cicero and through
the pagan poets, the pagan spirit (if one may be pardoned
for using without denning this term) was enabled to survive.
There was much in the old literature, of which the fathers
of the church always felt doubtful, fearing its bad influence
both on morals and orthodoxy; but the attacks with which
it was constantly threatened never came to anything—
unless there is truth in Chalkondyles' story that the eastern
church did destroy the Greek lyric poets by deliberate
attack. In the west, Ovid, whom we could have better
spared, survived. The pagan literature was too dearly loved.
It appealed too strongly to human sentiments that were
not a whit the more absent from medieval man, because
they were to some extent in abeyance in literature of which
the church approved; and in the end it supplied forms
of thought and the basis of a heretical or neo-pagan humanist
philosophy to the Italian Renaissance, in an age in which

